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ol : MR, FTOUCHARD: Well, if you'rTe realdy, we're
g
ready.
5 3 &
We thought we wculd come down herc this afternoca
6 -
and bring you up to date on the situation with respac: to
[ the Three Mile Island matter. aAnd I don't believe, as I saii
81 .
0 ll yesterday, that I need to intzodutce Mr. Benton, but here he
ol . '
is.
10 ==
MR. DENTON: I think there’'s been a steady impzove-
N
ment in the status of the plant. We've made a lot of progzess
12 ' .
in plananing fier eventual recovery of this core. There's been
13 x . g
a lot of technical attention glven to this i1ssue. I'm pleased
14 ! \ % g
to repo-t that there's bcen a lo:t of participaiion
15 : ] -
' by the =ajoxr nuclear indusiry and by the power ccmpanies thet
}6 . 3 . ' ] -
utilize nuclear. They are ccntzibuting to this efifort.
17 -
The core renains stable. There's vexy little to.
18 3 . 5 .
| regcxt in teras of change of the core. We Laven':t yet agprcve
19§ : .
2 plan to move it from this state. B83F% has prcrosed a plan
: 265 . > = 53 2
. i} to GPU, and we're looking 2% this preferred plan.
3 o !
. " The praferzed plan fnvelves establishing a mede
i
iy 22 = £ : 5 = S o ER o
i - af-conling which minimizes Sae neec for eguipment inside tha
]
e
2Jb containment to operate on a long term basis and which mianinize
2l
g : i the relecase of contaninated wabter outside. 7o4he olan is
et Hizoreers, 'nc
25

[
-

|
! basically cne that involves naturzal circulation within the
1
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seactor vessel and a solid sccordary side, water in the steam

e

generztor to remove heat.

to radiation levels since vestexday, a gressurizer level. Bu

We've had one xzore piece of ecuipment £all cdue ‘
:
I

of establishing the level. We are continuing to develop

corntingency plans for that.
|

Yesterday ithere were some guestions aktout offsi:eé
édoses. The éalcula:ion up to about noontime yesterday indicag
that the maximum offsite dose received by any indivicdual frcm;
direct radiztion was about 85 millirem for someone who was
continuously present at tha hzidge-on the noxth side. The
maximum manrem —-=- this is the sumation of a2ll the cdoses
received by peoplé ou; L2 a long distance ~- the maximum manrs:
as of yesterday was atout 1800 manzéﬁ,'laoo ta 2000.

Othexr than that, I haQe very little to regor:

exseot the progress that we are making,

s T

and going over
prcceﬁu:es and davelosing contingency plans.

QUESTICN: Mr. Denton, cap von tell us at w?a:
point you are wich Harman the obkot, and how Herman tha Rceto:
is actually going to perform his assigned task, and wahat Lhat

task would te: how you'

e going t9 get him in there withcut

any radiation escaping?

MR. DENTCON: We haven'‘t yet used Hexmen the Rceot
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= ? He's a mechanically cperated robot with two TV cameras mounze
3i He can perform simple mechanical functicas, has an ue mbilical
‘1 cozd of 3- ot 400 feet. We hozc to u:e.him tO take sanmples
S in high radiation areas and avold unnecessary cxposures tc
6 people. . '_
7 . We thought perhaps we would have a sainple Laken
O 5; by hin whea there's arother activ‘.tly going on in the regica
9% of tha% plant, 2ad we'll psobably use hin scmetinme lates
‘b: terigh€s
”!l QUESTION: Newsweek guotes your Seputy Zdsoa Case
: 12|  in describing what happened in tha accident as saying:
l
13} "Somebody was screwing around with some of
!
“; the equipment in tho feedwater sysiem."
' ‘52 Could you explain what he mcant by that?
“53 MR. DENTOH: I guess I édon't know what he neunt,
‘TI bus I can tell ycu what I think he meant.
13% we have provideld back‘at headgueacters all the
|
“E information we have on the chronology of the accident And
208 chose look to us as though two very imgcrtant systems wele
Q‘h ramoved Srom sa-vice at critical times. The auxiliacy feed-
33; water sumss had beea tested for routina suzveillance and had
2l
i

> « ¢
= the sransient. 14 19

1
aFenva Arparten, tac
5

| . i
! Then, when the reliefl valve operated 2uring the
L
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the high pressure injection system, safety

was tuzned off, that tha plant lost its

two ways of i this ewvent,
QUSSTION: Could you te more specific about the

exact options you have to cool dcwn, and which ones ace in.

-~

the B&W plant, and also even a general tine frame when yzu

might start to coll down; one day, two days, three cdays?

0

MA. DENTCN: The presently progosed plan we're

w o

-
Q

looking a2t ianvelwves -- would require about ten days to cecol

—
-

down. It reguires continually in the present stage to do as

—
(%]

much degasification of the primacy system as we can.

w

You should remerber that there's still a lot of

—
.

dissolved gases in the primary ccelant system, somewhat

-
(%)

a bottle of champaign. And so it's establishing outszas

—
o

the primazy coolant.

-t
~

The option would be that -- to cianbtunue outgsassin:

-
a

for a periocd of time, select the cptimunm

l
!
!
|
|
l
i
|

—
~»

ulation in the primary systen, whic

(2]
(=]

reulation purs oparaticn

~3

tha narturzal cireula~-

)
»~

2 . wi PRI e
24 By cooling the plant this way you minimize the
pEemuryl Moty foe - 2

(]

25 r'l
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containment, znd vou éon't take contaminated watoer freoa
inside the containment outside.
-5".4“'..” ¥
-
e
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1 23~ XL L
.-

ZSTION: May I follow up on thzt. If I coule
just follcw up: is it the cnly thing that's standing between

starting the process, imcluding the 3 & W plan? 1In other

Is that the cnly -~

words, would it be one deay or two days?
MR. DENTCN: Well, the first phase is jus:t the
réapplicacicn, and that's what is going on now. So in a sens:

while we looX at the plans for what nhight be implezented'in

a few days, we are doing --.well, maintaining the plant. Tha!
what we rec;mmead over the next few days.
QUESTION: You nmight --
;R. DENTON: It's pOSSible —-— St
.OUESTION: Can ycu explain the possible advantages

of t*he 3 & W plan? Can you tell us what the possible risks o

disadvantages o that plan would be?
Well,

MR. D2NTON: there'are saveral other ways

to rercve heat. Onc would be to gu to boiling inside

the

gives you higher flow rates.thaxn

vesgael = feoroeiansdle —Thils
does natural circulation. X

rothersr way would be ts go solid

inside tha -- ha reactor vessal full of wazer, We

Lo loox a%t trhese typas cof systems and

carefully analyze them and analyze the contingincies that 25

what wa would do if we were Iin of 'thesa plans and the

w ol

equipmant failed. 1”& 1.3

Thera's a very lerge industry cffort going on aow
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involving combustion engineering. B & W is exaniaing th
accident in great detail.

QUESTION: What are the risks of adcitional
radioactive leakage £zom anothex B & W plern?

MR. DENTON: Risks from?

CCESTICN: From a B & W plan, of adcéiticnal
radicactive icanage?

MR. DIZNTCN: Tha: plant is designed %o =inimize &
risk of additional leakage. It does nct reguize taking
conta=inated water outside the contaliaxent Ves;el. It weuld
place the plant ir a condition where the water inside the
Teactor vessel would be.cooled by natural ci:cu.atian through
the exlsting steanm gener r which is new being used

QU=SSTION: Doutcsr, I understand thas :heA:eac:o:
chamter itself is coastructed o0f Zour £fcot thick ceacsetse
rainforced siecel. 7The auxiliary building that contains
radioaczive wates, has that been so constructeé similazly and
will that withstand the impact 27 -- sevaere

airplane accident as the reactor building?

£

r
r
w

MR. DENTON: No, it's not as wall prosectes as
containment stzusture. It's nob-as vital in texms of
protection fzcm airplene crasnhies as the coatainmant was.

QCESTION: ‘IS 2hat now £illed with ?csiiély

radicactive wataz?

-
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MR. DEXNTOMN: No.

Most of the water in the

auxiliary building has been cleanad ouvt, bui the water that

rzemains on tha flco-

souzce of continuing

has slowly cvolving icdine and it's a

avolutien.

QUESTION: During the chrorolegy that you gavc'us,

when were these tests being done before the accident? ihat

was the time lapse zelicre

MR. DENTON:

I've not

ozeration --

focused much attention on

the exact éhronolcgy of the accideat. 1I'm leaving that to

our people in Aethesda.
QUESTION: You hrad

-

Fump a nwrber of times; am I

someone had -- during tesﬁing
proceduxrce and that
condensor instéad of

MR.

DEWTCMN: I

the auxiliary fe=dwater

I've been fHhorailecoking forward.

mentioned the emezgency cooling
corrcck in beliaving that

had not followed the stardard

punp was then directing water into the
the reactors as it should have been?
think that the cyitical aspect of

pump shouls have been in action a=nd

was no~ at the time 0f the transient. Thera wculd@ have been

lavels in the ccatainnent?
attained at the highast during

also giva us your bhes

(13
]
u
(13

if it had been in cperation as

the inzidan=? And ecould ycu

imate as when you might stalt %o
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draw down the contaminated water in the contairment?

MR. DENTON: The radiation level in the containment
is not changing vesy rasidly. I think the monitor in the
dome is still reading ebout 30,0C0 2 an hour. And we have
no time ecstirmate for getting the contaminztzad water out of
the containment. .

It will be scme time before any movement of that

contaninated water is attained.

QUESTILOM: And the height of the radiaticn, the
kighest levels measuzed? .
* MR. DENTON: I don't know what they were. It's @y
urdexrstanding that ther've been slowly rising thEoughcu: the

last. three or f£cur days, so they prcbably wesze not that b

5

S~
b )
-

during the Zirst purt of the iancident.

They've been going up due o the dissoalved matesial
in the water that's been golng on as a resuls of the =egleass,
QU=STION: Ara you concerned, dector, that the

other sressurizer level tanks have baen maintained —-

0 wom ek

o

MR, DENTON: That's scmething we are logking a

Thare arg Oother wavws —-=- it reminds ©f a2 need for ccnstant

a5 we mich= lcse vaziols inskrunents:
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QUEZSTICON: I'm still a lititle unslesar. What are

the Béii piants

(V)

DNTON: My ewn view is that it locoks'

very favorebla, I don't want to comment on it in arn acthozi

tative manner until the StaZf has haed a chance to loox it
over and we've reached scme position.

It was given to us last night. 1It's been locked

at all day. It looks certainly liie a reasonable apb:cach.
But we've not yet concurred on that gpoint any.

QUESTION: What would be the psi in the primary
loop; the pressure level, during the dsiv plant?

MR. CENTON: I think at the en2 of the BeW plan

the temperaturc wculd be between 150 arnd 200 degrees, énd
the pressure would be down and maintained at 100 wsi or so.
Sczayed down?-

Yes.
You saiad tgat thezc is stilY radiocsct:
£rom the wetar in the auxiliary buildinc

How long will those cnissions continue if they ar

the environment, and hot

v lony can we exgect

Thel sator i thlanses

0% radloactive icdine in the arca, ard

MR. DRI
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g 2} fileers.
3: Let me ask Frank Congel, whSII brousht today,
¢! who's the section chiaf in charge of assessments and offsite
5 coses, to glve you a quick rundown on what the offsite coses
s 2rom releases of noble gases of radioicdidas and releases %o
7 the water have been, and he can just summazize that whole

° 8| area for you.
9% QUESTION: Would you Tepeat his name, ploase?
10! MR. FOUCAARD: C-o-n-g-e-l, first name, Frark.

! “g MR. CONCEZ: I'm section leader 65 the

1211 radioloyical assessment branch.
13 - We've had an opportunity to look at some of the
14 data that has been collected £rom the duraticn of the acci-

9 15 den%, and based on the monL:a:elc’. restlts, we have indicated
16 there have keea about an upper limiE stimate of one millirem
17 per day to the thyvroid of a2 child who could heave heen in the
‘si area for the d:ratiﬁa of ¢the accident up uatil about yestezda
”:i at nooa. wo weuld éstim t2 a éose of less than £ive millizexm
30! to on2 0f the mora2 sensitive indivicevals.
?‘h I emphasize sthat this is prshably an upper limis
22} dose becausa tla paople waren't there for the whole periczd cf

i

21 :I

"

ime, as we hava assumed in the calculation.

bed

l » € fiv o
?i} L SRRE Sy Mr. Dunton also meationed earlier that our

e-Freseat Nesgryey, Ing, 'l

¥
?Sd estimata of the offsitc dose from primarily noble gases has
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been oa the order of 83 millirem. This would bs at a locatioc
near the north -idse on the east sidz of Route s4l.

Once agauin, this assunme u’l -time occupancy and
no shielding that would be 2f£3orded by structures such as &

rcsidence. .

We'vé a156 excriined the doses that werae possible
from consuning-water that has gone from the Susquehanna River
intakes downstrzeam from the Three Mile Island facility, axnd
the dcse that onme could -- the maximum @ose that ome could
hypothesize from this situation based on the data that we

vere fuznisned is less than one-tenth of a millirem. W2

estimate something like .05.

So at this stage of the accident the cdosas are
still in most cases very trivial, and even in the case of the
85 millizem, vazy small. x

GUZSTION: I'd like ta ask Dc. Denton:

In your language, wkat worZ or woxds are you usin
+o desczline the candition a:t the island; dangerous, emesgency
what wozd? 17 1y
MR, DENTON: I think I would describe the condisi
as -inmproving, very stable, and rapidly approachking thes2 of -

with the exces:tion of all the contamination, contaminated

4he situakicn
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QUZSTION: 1In ccmpazisan to normnal, which would

be the core would be functioning and generating power. liow

what is this called when you have a breakZown like tnis?

Emexgency?

MR. DENTON: Well, I don't see any serious clfsis

problems associated with the present mode of operation. I
think the reason we're taking a while to loox at these ané

bring thex= on down is to minimlze::the'.zelease of .radioactivi:

QUZSTION: Lo your regulations reguize the auxili
feedwater systems to be opezational when the reactor 13 opesc

tion2l?

M3, DENTON: Yesy, sir.

QUSSTION: Do vou have alr locks for putting the
y i

robot in “He bu‘ld-ug? E

MR, DZNTON: The rozot is not_in the containZent.
It's being used in the auxiliary building.
QUESTION: thrat I mean is he asked how ynu were
=3
MR. DENTOM: The robot is nut goiag into :hé

containmant Building, which still Has 2 negative zressure.

"
1]
u
o

eing used ia the dus--‘a:v brilding and jus: sazmzles
things. 141439
QUESTION: The switch that was turned ¢ff on the

auxiliary feecwalter pumps at the tine of the accident, is th
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=2b5 : .
2li operated manually, and is it your understanding it was
31  turned off curing testing a couple of days before the acci-
4 dent?
5 " MR. DENTON: My undecstanding is the system was
6l tested and these valves that are required to make the system
7 functional were lo2t in a closed position.

Q g QUESTION: Are thay operated manually?
9| = . MR, DENTON: They're probably ramote manually. I
e i : e .
don't know just how. |}

i QUESTION: Mr. Denton, what offsite dangers might
12

there be by the amsunt of contaminated water iln the ccntainge:
ria flws 3|  building? : |
P} : : i
O 15

16

17

12250

a-Fecw.d Resdrtery, Inc, '

5]
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MR. DENTCM: I thiank it would xepresent a
potential for contemination if not carefully coatrolled, but

I don't tnink there is any danger of Lhat watex geiting

out in the near future. That's one of the plans that has %o

be developed for deconteénminaticn and treatment of that water.

QUESTION: Mx. Dentan, vou said that the groposed
procedu;e, procosed by B & W, would take acout 10 days ¢2
bring it to cold shutdown.

What would be the nunber o0f days roequired to seach
the status you waat to initiste the procedures? In othex
words, I'm talking about --

MR. DENTON: About five fays. That is also needed
to develop the p:ocedufé, make some cquigment modificaricns,
so that the mcde of cooling £rom using the reci:culation.

pumps end the natural circulaticn can all be in placeﬁ

QUESTION: I don't want fo push you ints this, but

-

are you close to the decision cn tha selcction of a mode or
procedurc?
MR, DENTOM: Mot te date.

QL=ES?TICYN s Sorry, we coulidn't heax the guestion

QUESTION: MNo, we coulda’t hear ¥he muestion.
¢ g M ARG e
1J} sad - MR, DINTON: The guestion was, how closa arce we

to changing the mode of operation if we wera te adopt the
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would be tae kind of time that we could put in place the
_p?ocedures and cquipment changes to allow adoption of the
progosal. :

I'm iacluding that five in the --

3 QUZSTION: Axe vou saying you cdon't know when
you will stact decontamination? How long will decontamiraticn
take ané where will you put the material you taxke out?

MR. DENTON: e axe looking -- that's obviously
mech fusther ou: in time th;n the immediate probleas we've
been discussing about coxe cecoling. It's. Probably  months
away;

QUESTION: What kxinds of wastes have been removed
or arc scheduled %0 be removed £rcm the plant i; the next
few days, and wﬁere aze they?

MR. DENTON: We have authorized thae agplicaxnt to

resume zclcase of the indust:ialiweste water that was scuspend:
last nicht. I% was suspernded when it was thcught it was
being released in ex<Tess ol the licc55e reguirsments. As

I say, we suspencdad that. We'wve ndw had a chance to go back

and recnalyze the concentration of the radloicdidesina that

about a thizd of that to 3¢ peraitted under nosmal operatieons

a4r o —E s : . :
14 o2y GQUESTIUN: Mr, Denton, I believe you said easliar
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; 2‘} that the 30,000 resxx per asur of radiztion per ‘hour in the
5 3 containment is not causing an immediate problem. I believe
4 you said that it Goesn't pose any problem at this tiaze.
B When would it pose a problem? aAnd when you're talking about
B deconanination being nonths away? .
7 MR. DENTON: %ell, if releaced it would zose a
e 8|l problem. 3But the containzent is.still under the negative
? pressure. Lezkage is inside the containment. And there arze
0 no plans'to have any release of that to the outside. 1In fact
n that's one of the major consideratinns for B & V's duvelozmen
’? of a cooling scheme which doesn': require bzingiag any of
1311 the material inside the contzinmsnt to the outside auxiliary
Ml buildiag.
‘ 15 QUESTION: As long as theze's a negative pressure
161 4in the containment building.theze will be no problen?
7 . MR. DENTON: As leng as there's a nesstive pressu::
13{ there's only the -- but I woulda't be bothered by small
‘9§ pressures in containment because, 2fter all, it's designed
=)
201 to be essentially leak-tight under very high pressurce,
i
771 QUESTION: It could take months?
22 |! MR. DEMTON: Yes, sir.
!% 1'1 U
i .
23 QUESTIOYN: 3Besides the faiiure of the auxiliary
It
3 i‘ f;.a.ec’.'.-:at;e: system al. the time of the accidext, what ather
a-Focas Razerry, Ing 'l
25

I viendations of MAC reculatiosns do you sce?
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MR. DEINTON: I really haven't gone bacx and txied
to 20 a noiat by point check of that. I Qo kﬁaw that the
£ailure to maintain the auxiliary fcedwaler pump :operation
was in violation of the license. |

QUESTION: I doa't know if Dr. Denton answered'
this, arnd I'm just 2sking out of curiosity; if unit one had

been in operation,would the accicden* have affacted unit one?

19 ‘254
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MR. DENTOMN: Tha -— this is spec ula ign == there
would have been no reason for it to have been allccted oy wha

was happoning in Unit 1. 3ut because of the leak, in view of

L]

some of the efifluent treatirent cystems that it passes through
in tnit 1, I';m just as pleased that it's not operational ahd
that we are able to use Ualit 1 facilities for some of the was
clean-up in Unit 2.

QUESTI Ok- You saicd there was very litzle radio-
actlivity rzleased. The Governor's sald he's relied on yous

estimates t9 detezaiza (inaudible).

Since your tests show that very little radicactiv:

has bcen released, why is that voluntary (inaudible) necessar:
Is it still a threat? '

QUZSTICON: Wculd you rxezeat the cguestion?

MR. FOUCHARC: I coulén't rossibly repeat the
guesticn.

MR. DEINTON: I thizk the guesticn is, why is the
Govermor's ban 3%ill in aflsct,

Ag I've sald befsre, that's a cacisiorn for the
Govesnmo=. 3ut it seems to ke a2 prudent one until we get tha2
pumpback systen working that we hope will gump back ints tha

ontainment those gases tha

QUSSTICN: Do you have an estinmate for zhe tcial
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RAW TRANMSCRIPT - UNCORIRZSCIZ
amount of t:ansuéanics that axe in the cooling wates?

MR. DENTON: Let me ask F:aﬁk.

No, I cdon't have that data.

QUESTICYN: M=. 6enton, you said that if those.two
systems,- the auxiliary fcedwater, had been uncpe:étioﬁal;:;n
acciden:Aof_this ragnicude woulda't nave reached. And then
you explainéd that the fuilure was not of systems, mechanical

failure, but one of proceduzes, arnd the fact that twc valves

wera closed.

Does that mean that the acsident raises less sexi
qrestlcna atcut rcactor safety systems than it might have tee
thought earliex on?

MR. DINTON: I quess I don't really want &3 get:
into that area yet. Thera were tuc independent systems prowi
ed to deal with fecedwater transiants, and these systcms Qe:e-
euch system had zedundent ccnponeﬁts. and in this situaticn,
both the auxiliary fesdwater systens, the two systems, ware

not operational and toth the safety injection systems, which
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Wilcox plant?

QU=STIOH: The details of the 3&W plc"_, sort of 3
schermatic of the orocedurc. Could you do it more systezmatic:
L2

MR. DENTON: Maybe next time we do a2 briefing,’ we
could br-ing down a model and do thak. h

MR. TOUCHARD: I thizk there must be scme
literature arosund that desc:%bes the D&Y plant.

QUESZION: In your answer when you were asked abou
the gova—ro"s advisory, how soon wc¢uld the conditions change

that he nmight Le able to change his advisory?

MR. DENTON: Wwecll, I was hoping we'd be able to

‘report.that we had this pumgback system every daQ for scme day

And we continue to have prcblems g¢t_i1, it fully opexational.
There is hydrogea in the waste gas tank that we
had hoged to pump back into the containment. So we were wait-
ing oricinally ¢o get the recombiners running -- aad, incilexn!
ally, they aze zunaing well, thei- ;eriornance is exceptional
The hydzosen is conming deown in the containment.
11 Ary We tcok a seconcé sample ¢f the waste gas tank and

it showad scme cxy¥sen in the cank which we think wes r=ally

-- indicatzs the sample was contaminated by 2ir. So we're nd
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MR. FQUCI!ARD: Thanik yot vary much.

1
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i. (Whezeupon, at 4:10 p.m., the press conferen
i 4 was adjourned.) : e
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